
PUERTO RICO MEDICAID FACTS

Who is covered in Puerto Rico’s
Medicaid Program?
ELIGIBILITY GROUPS

MCOs1, 2

Children (0-19 years)*

Foster Care Children and Former 
Foster Care Children**

Parents and other Caretaker Relatives 

Pregnant Women

Aged Blind and Disabled Adults***

Dual Eligibles****

Disabled Children

Newly Eligible Adults

Qualified Non-Citizens#

Puerto Rico agrees to generate $840.2 million in 
annual savings from Medicaid by 2023 as part of 
its agreement with the U.S. federal government.5

* Children up to 19 covered through Medicaid expansion, CHIP up to 266% Local 
Poverty Level (LPL).1

** Covered through the virtual managed care region, not geographically limited.1
*** Covered through the medically needy option.1
**** Have the option of participating in Medicare Platino, a Medicare Assistance 
    program that provides Medicare acute and primary care with Medicaid wrap  
    around services.4 
# Subject to a 5-year waiting period. 

Note: Undocumented immigrants are not covered for emergency services due to 
lack of funding.1 

41% of Puerto Rico’s population is covered through 
Medicaid and CHIP.3 

• InnovaCare (MMM) • Molina Healthcare of
• First Medical Health Puerto Rico

Plan Inc. • Triple-S Salud
• Mennonite Health Plan

SECTION 1115 WAIVER7

Puerto Rico Medicaid Income Eligibility as a 
Percentage of the Federal Poverty Level:4 

1, 6

Children: 50%	         Disabled: 73%          Elderly: 73%           
Other adults: 50%        Parents: 50% Pregnant women: 50%

Note: 50% of the FPL is 133% of the Puerto Rican Local Poverty Level (LPL) for a family 
of three.

The Puerto Rico Disaster Relief waiver was 
created to provide off-island coverage to 
Medicaid enrollees who are eligible for the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency Transitional 
Shelter Assistance program and were temporarily 
evacuated from Puerto Rico to New York and 
Florida.  Individuals receiving this off-island 
coverage will receive the benefits included in 
the Medicaid state plan. This waiver expired on 
January 18, 2018. 

EFFECTIVE:
11/13/2017APPROVAL:

11/28/2017

EXPIRATION:
1/27/2018

STATUS: Expired.
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How is Puerto Rico meeting the needs of Medicaid enrollees?

Value-Based Healthcare Initiatives
Puerto Rico received a SIM Design grant in 2015 to create a 
State Health Innovation Plan. The first stage of the submitted 
plan included creating five payment bundles for prenatal care, 
pediatric asthma, diabetes management, chronic kidney disease, 
and super-utilizers. In the second phase of this plan, the state 
will implement and contract with three Accountable Care 
Organizations (ACOs) to provide services for Medicaid enrollees. 
Puerto Rico began implementing this plan in 2017 and the 
value-based payment reforms will be included in the 2018 MCO 
procurement cycle.8 

Puerto Rico released an RFP in 2018 to contract with additional 
MCOs on the island. As part of the RFP, MCOs were encouraged 
to propose ways to maintain a sufficient service and provider 
network for members anywhere on the island, which might 
include forming partnerships with other MCOs and/or health 
systems. MCOs were encouraged to include alternative payment 
and value-based care models to achieve this goal.6

Family Planning
Covered services include:9 

 
	 • Counseling 
	 • Pregnancy Testing 
	 • Diagnosis and Treatment of Sexually Transmitted 	
	    Diseases
	 • Infertility Assessments 
	 • At least one of every class of FDA approved oral 	
	    contraceptive medication as specified in ASES’s 	
	    PDL (prescribed by an OB/GYN) 
	 • Other FDA-Approved contraceptive 
	    medication or methods 
	    when medically necessary 
	    and approved through a 
	    prior authorization

	 Oral Health
Dental services covered:1, 10 

  • Preventive services for children
  • Preventive services for adults
  • Restorative services
  • A comprehensive oral exam 
  • A periodic oral evaluation every 6 months
  • Limited oral evaluation- problem focused
  • Intraoral X-rays complete series, including bitewings, 		
     every 3 years
  • One intraoral/periapical first film
  • Up to a maximum of 5 additional intraoral/periapical X-rays a    	
     year
  • Bitewing single film a year
  • One bitewings double film a year 
  • One set of panoramic film every 3 years
  • Prophylaxis – adult, every 6 months
  • Prophylaxis – children, every 6 months
  • Topical fluoride application for children under age 19, every 6       	
     months
  • Topical application of sealant, per tooth, on posterior teeth for  	
    enrollees up to 14 years old. Includes deciduous molars up to 8   	
    years of age when it is medically necessary because 		
    of a tendency to cavities. This service is limited to one lifetime 	
    treatment
  • Resin composite restorations
  • Amalgam restoration
  • Pediatric therapeutic pulpotomy
  • Stainless steel crowns for primary teeth followed by a pediatric 	
    therapeutic pulpotomy
  • Root canals
  • Palliative treatment
  • Oral surgery

Puerto Rico provides limited Early 
and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic
and Treatment (EPSDT) benefits 
for members under 21.1

Long Term Services and Supports (LTSS)
Puerto Rico does not cover home health services for 
individuals in need of nursing facility services, or nursing 
facility services for individuals 21 and above.11 

Puerto Rico does not cover LTSS.3

Children with Special Health Care Needs
Special conditions of children are covered under the special 
coverage benefit in the government health plan except for 
asthma and diabetes (included in the disease management 
program), psychiatric disorders and intellectual disabilities.12 

Health plans offer disease management programs for asthma 
and diabetes.12, 13, 14

Limited EPSDT benefits may impact access to treatment and 
services for children with special health care needs 
(CSHCN).15

Children with special health care needs are eligible for care 
management. The care management program coordinates 
care and services for members in need of ongoing medical 
care, home health care, rehabilitation services, and preventive 
services.12, 13, 14

Child and Adolescent Health
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Puerto Rico adopts the Medicaid program.17

1993 Puerto Rico’s Medicaid program, the Government 
Health Plan (GHP) begins.1

Puerto Rico releases a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
to expand its managed care program.6  Prior to 2014, 
Puerto Rico contracted with a single managed care or-
ganization (MCO), Triple S, to cover Medicaid enrollees 
in all 8 geographic regions and 1 virtual region.18 

2018

Puerto Rico releases an RFP to contract with multiple 
MCOs who will provide coverage across the island; elim-
inating the regions. New enrollees are  auto-assigned to 
an MCO but allowed to choose a different insurer. Moli-
na, Triple-S, First Medical, MMM and Mennonite Health 
Plan were awarded contracts that began November 1, 
2018.6  

Puerto Rico’s managed care reform effort named Vital 
began on November 1 with the five new MCOs.19 
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